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A Comparative Study
of Corruption and Governnnent Efforts
to Combat it Across Borders:
the Case For South Africa and Serbia
'-::"elis J, Roelofse
' . . . :{ Limpopo, Republic of South Africa

i': tislav Simonovic
' .'' K raqujevac,Serbia

z' tip J. Potgieter
. - :. :i Zululand, Republic of South Africo

I :,r:r:.t. ,', , lh Africa and Serbiq ore emergent demotracies that both suffered under outhoritarian goventments ond both

. : . : - ' ::'iititol violence to gain freedom. ln the post-denocrotir dispensations in both countries, corruption, arcompanied by

: -.::olatedtosuchanextentthatitnegativelyimpoctsonsociollifeondqoodorder.Theopportunityfor6clmparative

,: :1-n..n the two tountries is based on common ground embedded tn quite n number of ch0ra(teristi6: oppressiveness,

" -.:::orityondunderdevelopmentofcertoinpopulottongroups,misuseofpowersbytherulingelite,impunityandopporent

: :':.::clwilltor00tlutclrruptiveproctircs.The20l3-CorruptilnPerceptilnlndexronkedbothcountriesT2ndoutoflTT

"^" :. :::crding the prevalence of corrupti\n with a CPI score of 42 out 0f 100 (0=most c\rrupt and 100=cleonest). Data

' , : - - ,: :sih governments are nlt 1pen and tr1nsparent enough ond that freed1m 0f the media is often impeded by formal
" :: -': lhe polrce and caurts through bribery, followed by government officials involved in wrangling with state ontrlcts,
, -: 

'-: Jut 0s the mlst clrrupt institutions by both somples. Couuption is olso rife when senilr glvemment applintments
' : : - : :: tnd it tronspircs that n1t enlugh steps ore being taken by both countries to (ounterlct c1rruption. Apporently, corrupt

- : . :.: 1iln impunity through protection by governnent officials. Whether ony anti corruption units would be successful
'-..-:.cv0utstorootoutcorruptionremoinsunfathomablebetouseofpoliticolinterference.Citizensare,however,thoroughly

: .:': egotionsmadefromtimetotimeregardingthebriberyofpoliticiansandgovernmentofficrals.hrruptionktongentially
- r ::::reodomongSerbionpoliceandcourtofficiolscomporedtoSouthAfrica.Therecentlyintroduedhotline(0800-071-71)

. ' -:: :n in the civil service next to speedy criminal triok moy do much os preventitive measures.

lO l: 1 0.5604/2080526B.1 1 571 54

' :tp r',ldx,doi.org I 10.5604120805268.1157 154

I pr'rords: rorruption, democrary, police, courts, government, nepotism (cronyism), impunity

lntroduction

Scuth Africa and Serbia are both democracies that are still in their infant stages.
rr^ i(.r€re ruled by authoritarian governments with an oppressive past. Having

==. ruled by an authoritarian government and communist domination, both South
''':a and Serbia were plagued by political violence and a transition to constitu-
: ^ a I democracies. Furthermore, there is a growing body of evidence of corruption
:cth countries, particularly as a result of political impunity. The researchers

endeavour to compare the levels of corruption between the two respective
: -rtries in a quantitative (empirical) fashion. The study is exploratory-descriptive
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